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Population in Illinois is Decreasing 

Source: US Census; overlowsolutions.com
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Source: censushardtocountmaps2020.us 



Self Response Rate

Source: US Census; 08.30.20 Response Date

Top 5
• Monroe     81.6%
• McHenry   81.2%
• Kendall      81.0%
• DuPage      79.6% 
• Piatt           77.7%

Bottom 5
• Hardin 33.5%
• Calhoun 43.8%
• Henderson 45.0%
• Alexander  45.9%
• Pope 48.0%



Federal Disability Programs Impacted

Section 811 Housing

Medicaid

Vocational Rehabilitation 

Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program (Food Program)

Title I Education Grants
Individuals w/Disabilities 
Education Act (IDEA)

Protection & Advocacy 
Systems

State Council on 
Developmental Disabilities 

Statewide Independent 
Living Council

Source: US Senate F’19 Appropriations; National Disability Rights Network 

$525.25 Billion
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Fighting for the Right : 1789 

15th Amendment:
Race, color or servitude

1870 1919
19th Amendment:
Women Voting

1964
24th Amendment:
Poll Tax

Timelines are not inclusive: Discussion only

1971
26th Amendment:
Age 18-21 to vote

1879
Native American 
Indian declared 

Human

1924 [1948]
Native American 

Indian Vote

Not all states allow a person with a 
mental illness to vote.

Competence issues

Not all Polling Places are Accessible

14th Amendment:
Citizenship

1868

Chinese 
Immigrants

Voting

1943

Washington DC 
Residents 
Voting

1961 Armed Forces 
Overseas 
Absentee Vote 

1986
2002

Help 
America 
Vote 
Act1980

Civil Rights of 
Institutionalized 
Persons Act



Policy Timeline Highlights

10Timelines are not inclusive: Discussion only

1965

Voting 
Rights 

Act

Voting Rights 
Act Amendments

Constitution
26th Amendment

1975

1970

2006

1990

2013

Voting  Accessibility
Elderly and Handicapped Act

Prohibits racial 
discrimination in voting rights 
practices by federal, state 
and local governments  
Section 5 Preclearance 

All elections – 18 age

Prohibits nationwide use of literacy tests 
/ similar prerequisites to register / vote in 
all elections; bilingual voting materials 
and assistance; updated Section 5 
coverage formula 

1982

Voting Rights 
Act Amendments
Voter assistance: Disability/Literacy; 
Section 5 updated

1984

Americans with 
Disabilities Act

1992

Voting Rights Language
Assistance Act

Fannie Lou Hamer, Rosa Parks, Coretta Scott King, 
Cesar E. Chavez, Barbara Jordan, William Velazquez and 
Dr. Hector Garcia Voting Rights Act Reauthorization and
Amendments Act— Reauthorizes Section 5 of the VRA

Requiring jurisdictions with a history of discrimination in voting to 
seek federal review before implementing voting changes; 
reauthorizes Section 203, requiring certain jurisdictions to provide 
bilingual voting materials and assistance; Section 5 reauthorized 
for 25 years, 1975 coverage not changed

Shelby County v. Holder

US Supreme Court rules Section 4 of the Voting Rights 
Act unconstitutional, claiming that coverage formula for 
jurisdictions was outdated. Without Section 4, Section 5 
becomes null, since no jurisdiction would be required to 
seek approval or preclearance before making changes to 
their voting laws and practices.



Source:  New York Times : “Formula Behind the Voting Rights Act” available at http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2013/06/23/us/voting-rights-act-map.html.  Last 
accessed October 2015  

Shelby County vs. Holder



Exercise your rights …

November of 2018 elections, 14.3 
million citizens with disabilities voted.



52.9
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At polling place on election day

At polling place before election day

By mail on election day

By mail before election day 30.7% of 
Disabled voters 

vote  by Mail

8.9M cognitive impaired voters, 
5.6M did not vote

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey November 2018.  

In 2018: 



Action Items 

Make  Your  Vote Count 11.3

Online Registration 
Vote by Mail Application
Polling Place 

https://www.elections.il.gov/

• You must be a United States Citizen.
• You must be 17 years old on or before the date of the 
Primary Election and turn 18 on or before the date of the 
General or Consolidated Election.
• You must live in your election precinct at least 30 days 
prior to Election Day.
• You must not be serving a sentence of confinement in any 
penal institution as a result of a conviction.
• You may not claim the right to vote anywhere else.



Action Items 

Make  Your  Vote Count 11.3

Online Registration 
Vote by Mail Application
Polling Place 

https://www.elections.il.gov

• Voters will receive an official ballot no more than 40 days and no less than 30 
days before the Election.
• Mail delivery delay – send at least 10 business days prior – 10.20

10.29 Last day to request 



Action Items 

Make  Your  Vote Count 11.3

Online Registration 
Vote by Mail Application
Polling Place 

https://www.elections.il.gov/

• Early voting – check dates for your area

10.19

11.02 Last day early voting 

11.03 Vote in Person
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