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Presentation Notes
CAROLEGood Morning! We want to thank The Arc of Illinois  for having us here today as Speak Up and Speak Out and introduce everyone!I’m Carole Rosen and I’m an Advocacy Program Specialist at The Arc.  I’m also here with Da Wen Mei, and Bebe Novich from Equip for Equality, who is the Manager of the Voting Access Chicago Program at Equip for Equality.We also want to acknowledge AAPD (The American Association of People with Disabilities) The Arc of Illinois is a recipient of a REV UP grant and that’s how we’re able to offer this presentation to you and help as many people at SUSO get registered to vote!And, we would like to thank the SABE GOVOTER Project for some of the information we’re sharing here today as well.Everybody ready?  Here we go!!!



Equip for Equality is the Illinois State Protection 
& Advocacy Service for people with disabilities.

Provide advocacy services in the areas of fundamental 
rights, employment, civil rights, social services, and 
special education.
Investigate abuse and neglect in institutional settings.
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CAROLEBebe, can you let everyone know if they don’t already what Equip for Equality does? Thank you!Another thing we do is  (voter registration issues, polling place accessibility)
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Presentation Notes
BEBEToday we’ll be having a conversation about the importance of voting, registering to vote and details on voting.It is always important to vote but it is especially important with the upcoming elections on November 8th. A general election will be held and The elections for United States Senate and United States House of Representatives, Governor, statewide constitutional officers, Illinois Senate, and Illinois House will be held on this date.



Why do we vote?
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
DA WENJustin Whitlock Dart Jr. was an American activist and advocate for people with disabilities. He helped to pass the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, co-founded the American Association of People with Disabilities.He said “Vote as if your life depends on it because it does!”
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Presentation Notes
DA WENVoting is your right and your power!Your vote matters and can make a difference!Your vote can have a big impact on policies affecting people with disabilities and who is elected.Voting is part of being a responsible citizen and participating in a democracy.Voting helps in having your voice heard.
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Presentation Notes
DA WENDid you know: 62% of people with disabilities voted in 2020, up from 56% in 2016.  We want to see those numbers increase even more and have as many people with disabilities registered to vote and voting! 



You must be a United States Citizen.
You must be 17 years old on or before the date of the Primary 
Election and turn 18 on or before the date of the General or 
Consolidated Election.
You must live in your election precinct at least 30 days prior to 
Election Day.
You must not be serving a sentence of confinement in any 
penal institution as a result of a conviction.
You may not claim the right to vote anywhere else.

Who Can Register to Vote?
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Presentation Notes
BEBEWho can register to vote?READ THE SLIDESometimes these have to be done in 2 different steps on different days.  Sometimes you can do them at the same time and place.



Even if you have a guardianship, you still have the right to vote!

Guardianship and Voting
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Presentation Notes
BEBESometimes, when people have guardians, they want to know if they can vote.TALK ABOUT THIS



When Should I Register to Vote?
You must register to vote if:

You have never registered before
You have moved 
You have changed your name 

Otherwise, you are already registered and do not need to do 
anything before you vote.
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BEBEWhen should I register to vote?READ FROM SLIDE ABOVE



You also must display two pieces of identification. 
Neither needs to be a photo ID, but 
One must include your current address. 
Acceptable forms of ID include:

•Illinois driver's license
•Illinois state ID
•Employee or student ID
•Credit card
•Social security card
•Birth certificate
•Utility bill in applicant's name
•Mail postmarked to the applicant
•Valid U.S. passport
•Public aid ID card
•Lease or rental contract

Identification to Register to Vote

10

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
BEBEYou’ll need certain forms of identification to register to vote which changes a little bit depending on how you want to register.Acceptable forms of ID include:How many people here have a state id or drivers license?How many people here have know or have access to their social security number?

https://www.cookcountyclerkil.gov/elections/voter-registration/when-voters-do-and-dont-need-identification-id


How Do I Register to Vote?

Illinois, you can choose from 3 ways to register:

filling out your registration form online
sending your registration form by mail
or going to a government office or polling place in person

The time for registering is different, depending on the method 
you choose.
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BEBEIllinois, you can choose from 3 ways to register to vote:going to a government office or polling place in personsending your registration form by mailor filling out your registration form onlineIt doesn’t take long to register to vote, but, depending on when you vote, it is a little different depending on the method you choose.To Da Wen:  Da Wen, can you tell us how old you were and how you registered to vote.?I registered to vote ___(how)________  when I turned 18.  I did it by myself, but it’s always great to have support nearby if you have any questions.



How Do I Register to Vote?

Online

You can register using the link above.
The form must be submitted by midnight, Sunday, 
October 23rd.
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CAROLE If you have a state id or driver’s license and your social security number, you can register online to vote in the November 8th election.I’ve included two ways for you to register on line.  You can choose whichever way is easiest for you. On the left you can click the link to get to the site to register or you can use the camera on your phone and aim it at the QR code on the right.  That will bring up a link for you to click on which also takes you to the site.To meet the October 23rd deadline to  register completely on line, you’ll need a state id or drivers license and your social security number

https://register.rockthevote.com/registrants/new?partner=39134?source=arc-il


How Do I Register to Vote?
In Person:  If you register before Election Day, you can go to 
many different places, for example:

• Any office of the Illinois Secretary of State

• Your local Board of Elections office

• Other government buildings, depending on where in Illinois 
you live

• Any Early Voting location
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BEBEYou can register in person for the November 8, 2022 election at many government offices and early voting polling places. (only during the Early Voting period – ???-Election Day) You can register and vote on the same day!



There are three ways to cast a ballot in Illinois for the 2022 Gubernatorial 
Elections. Eligible voters can participate in Early Voting, Vote By Mail or on 
Election Day at their assigned polling place.  

Ways to Vote
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Presentation Notes
CAROLE There are three ways to cast a ballot in suburban Cook County for the 2022 Gubernatorial Elections. Eligible voters can participate in Early Voting, Vote By Mail or on Election Day at their assigned polling place.  Da Wen and Bebe will  be telling you about them.



•First day to have requested a mail ballot was 8/10/2022

•Must be registered to vote and request a vote by mail ballot by 11/3/2022

•All in-person early voting requests must be made by 11/7/2022.

•You can also now register for permanent by mail voting.

Voting by Mail
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CAROLEWhen you vote by mail, you receive your ballot in the mail.You fill it out whenever it is convenient, then, return it either by mailing it or by hand-delivering it to a secure designated dropbox or elections office.Voting by mail is an option for voters to cast their ballot prior to Election Day. Voters can request a vote by mail ballot through the mail or in person.��The first day to file an application for a vote by mail ballot with the Election Authority is 8/10/2022.��All requests by mail must be received by the Election Authority by 11/3/2022.��All in-person early voting requests must be made by 11/7/2022.Any registered Illinois voter with a driver’s license, state ID or social security number on file may request a mail ballot using an online or paper application.Ballots must be postmarked by Election Day in order to be counted.



Voting By Mail Agreement

How Do I Vote By Mail? 
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DA WENIn Illinois, you have an option to vote by mail for one election or, now, you can fill out a form to have all your future ballots sent to you so you can vote by mail permanently.  On the left is a link to click or on the right is another QR code to scan which will take you to the website.  Follow the prompts and then you will see what is needed by your county to vote by mail.Each county can be a little bit different so be sure to fill in the correct county when it asks for your jurisdiction.There are 102 counties in the State of Illinois so ask for help if you need it!

https://www.elections.il.gov/ElectionOperations/VotingByMailAgreement.aspx?T=638010319578669734


Where Do I Go To Vote? 
(Polling Place)

LIBRARY

POLICE DEPARTMENT SCHOOL

HOUSE OF 
WORSHIP
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Presentation Notes
DA WENIf I’m not going to vote by mail, and I want to vote in person, where do I go to vote?Where you go to vote is called a polling place.They will be places nearby in your community such as a library, school, house of worship, police department, town hall, or other municipal buildings.



https://ova.elections.il.gov/PollingPlaceLookup.aspx

Where Do I Go To Vote? 
(Polling Place)
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Presentation Notes
DA WENHow do you find your polling place? Often you will receive a card in the mail telling you where to go.If you need to look it up though, you can go to the link on this slide or use your camera on your phone to pull up the link.It will ask you for your zipcode,  put it into the box and hit submit.Then it will ask you for additional information and will give you your polling place.Some polling places are open for early voting before November 8th.Early voting polling places also offer you the opportunity to register on site  Voting early helps you beat the long lines on voting day!

https://ova.elections.il.gov/PollingPlaceLookup.aspx


Ways to Vote

What do you need to Early Vote?
1.Voters do not need to provide an excuse or reason why they cannot 
vote on Election Day.
2.Government-issued photo ID is not required but is helpful if there 
is a question about the voter's registration, address or 
signature. Providing an ID can also speed up the process because we 
have ID card readers at every check-in station.
You can register to vote at ALL Early Vote Sites. NOTE: Any voter 
who needs to register for the first time or file an address change must 
present two forms of ID, one of which shows the voter's current address.
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BEBEResidents who are not registered to vote may register and cast a ballot on Election Day thanks to same-day registration and voting. Those who wish to register early or on Election Day must present two qualifying forms of ID.

https://www.cookcountyclerkil.gov/elections/voter-registration/when-voters-do-and-dont-need-identification-id


Ways to Vote In Person

Paper Ballot

Electronic Voting Machine
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BEBEThere are 2 ways to vote in Person.One is by paper ballot.The other is by electronic voting machine.Polling Places should be accessible.This means accessible parking and entryways to the polling place.They should also provide.Large Print MaterialsMagnifying GlassTouch ScreenAnd assistance if necessary to help you access a paper ballot or voting machineSomeone can help you vote if needed.  They just can’t tell you who to vote for.  That’s completely up to you!



Illinois does not require voters to present identification while voting, in most cases. First-time 
voters who registered by mail and did not submit their driver’s license number, state ID number, 
last four digits of their social security number, or other form of ID are required to present 
identification showing their name and address before voting.
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DA WENIf you've voted in Illinois before, you don't need to provide ID to vote.�If you're a first-time voter who registered by mail, and didn't provide your driver's license number, state ID number, last 4 digits of your Social Security number, or a copy of a current ID or government document that shows your name and address when you registered, you'll need to provide one of these when you vote. You will be required to provide one of the following: copy of a current and valid photo identificationcopy of a current utility bill, bank statement, government check, paycheck, student ID and either a residential contract/lease or any postmarked mail delivered to your current residence address or other government document that shows your name and address�Voters without ID: If you are unable to provide ID, you will be able to vote a provisional ballot. After voting provisionally, you will be told how to submit additional proof of registration to the election authority. The additional information must be received by the election authority no later than the close of business on the Tuesday following the election.
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CAROLEKnowledge is power. Learning about what’s going to be on your ballot and the issues you are voting on is an important part of becoming a well informed voter.Here are some ways we learn about important issues coming up in the election.
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CAROLEFind out  what’s on the ballot.



Learn About the Candidates
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CAROLE



Learn About the Candidates
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CAROLE



Illinois Voter Guide

Vote 411

Vote Smart

Ballotpedia (more progressive)

Ballot Ready

Learn About the Candidates
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CAROLEHere are some links to resources to materials which help you research candidates who are running for election.Ballot Ready gives you the opportunity for look at the backgrounds of the candidates.  It also lets you record your choices for candidates and keeps track of them for you.It is not your official ballot but can be a helpful reminder of your choices for election day and can help you keep your choices your own if you have a voting buddy assist you with voting.

https://illinoisvoterguide.org/
https://www.vote411.org/illinois
https://justfacts.votesmart.org/
https://ballotpedia.org/Illinois_elections,_2022
https://www.ballotready.org/il


Interview with Da Wen
• What year or when did you start to vote? 
• How old were you when you registered to vote? 
• Did someone support you to register to vote?
• How did they support you?
• Do you vote in most elections?
• How do you vote?
• Do you vote at a polling place? Who takes you?
• Do you vote by mail?
• Does anyone help you with that?
• How did you feel being able to vote?  
• Do you have any advice for people about voting? 
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 Welcome _________!  Thanks for speaking to me today and allowing me ask you a few questions on voting.What year or when did you start to vote? Or  in High School.How old were you when you registered to vote? Did someone support you to register to vote?  You went on election day with his family One of the board of election workers helped. How did they support you? The read him the questions and helped him fill it out.  What id did you use.  State ID and your high school id.Do you vote in most elections?  Try to vote in every election.How do you vote?Do you vote at a polling place?  In Person except last year when he voted by mail because of COVID Who takes you? Your mom. How is the voting site accessible for you.  Touchscreen.  Early elections are all touch.Do you vote by mail?Does anyone help you with that? Still need a voting buddy to touch top of the screen and asks them to read what is on the screen.Uses different people at the voting site.How did you feel being able to vote?  Good.Do you have any advice for people about voting? If you can vote early, vote early!Tell people what to do? Tell them how to work the equipment. Election Judge Found out in high school. Train for every election. So its’ fresh in your memory.(could get more specific)Looks on Google on candidates name. Thanks ________!We appreciate you sharing with us the importance of registering to vote, educating others, and using your power to vote!



Thank You!

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
CAROLEOn behalf of Da Wen, Bebe, and I, thanks so much for your time today.Remember to use your power and vote!Does anybody have any questions?
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