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Today | received updated information on how Illinois’s spending on
community services compared to the rest of the nation in Fiscal Year
2019.

The news is not good.

The latest information from The State of the States in Intellectual and
Developmental Disabilities indicates that in Fiscal Year 2019 (July 1, 2018
- June 30, 2019):

¢ Illinois ranked 49th in the nation in fiscal effort on community
services (this means it ranks 49th when controlling for state
wealth). Only Nevada and Texas spend LESS than Illinois
comparatively.

e |llinois ranked 4th in the nation in fiscal effort for institutional
services (also controlling for wealth). The only states that invest
MORE funding into institutional services than Illinois comparatively
are lowa, Mississippi, & Arkansas.

With the Choate transformation underway, | am hopeful that we will see
increased investments in the community, particularly in light of the
expected budget surplus. For community-based providers to best support
people transitioning out of Choate Developmental Center, we will need to
see another historic investment in community-based services. A great
place to start is by meeting the Guidehouse Rate Study’s recommendation
that Direct Support Professional (DSP) wages should be increased by $4
per hour. The Governor’s proposed budget includes only a $1.50 per hour
increase. SB2026 and HB3569 would implement a $4 per hour DSP
wage increase beginning 1/1/24. Learn more here and here.

--- Amie Lulinski, PhD, Executive Director


https://arcofil.wpenginepowered.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/Community-and-Institutional-Effort.pdf
https://arcofil.wpenginepowered.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/Community-and-Institutional-Effort.pdf
https://www.illinois.gov/news/press-release.26145.html
https://www.illinois.gov/news/press-release.25680.html
https://www.illinois.gov/news/press-release.26065.html
https://thearcofillinois.salsalabs.org/HB3569SB2026CILARateCalc/index.html
https://www.theydeservemore.com/take-action/

