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Bills that Passed Both Houses



SB 724-Children’s Behavioral Health Omnibus
● Feigenholtz (D-Chicago) Lapointe (D-Chicago)
● Creates the Children’s Behavioral Health Transformation Initiative
● Establishes the Children’s Behavioral Health Transformation Officer
● Creates the Interagency Children’s Behavioral Health Services Team and requires an 

Interagency Agreement involving DCFS, DHS, HFS, ISBE, DJJ and IDPH.
● Requires DCFS to adopt rules to establish a process for all licensed residential providers in 

IL to submit certain data if they are reimbursed for mental health, substance use and 
developmental disabilities services from DCFS.

● Requires DCFS to establish temporary placements for youth in crisis through CCBYS 
provider grants

● Requires DHS to establish and maintain a public-facing Care Portal as a centralized 
resource for families with children who have significant and complex behavioral health 
needs

● Subject to appropriation, requires DHS to expand its PUNS selection to include individuals 
who receive services through the Children and Young Adults with DD Support Waiver.



SB 724 continued
● On or before 12/15/23, requires ISBE, in consultation with the Children’s Behavioral Health 

Transformation Officer, the Children’s Behavioral Health Transformation Team and the 
Governor’s Office, to file a report that includes recommendations for implementation of mental 
health screenings in schools for students in grades K-12

● Provides that, before an operator of a non-public special education facility terminates a special 
education placement in the facility, the operator must request an IEP meeting from the contracting 
school district.   

● If the operator of the non-public facility elects to terminate the placement after the IEP meeting, 
the operator must given written notice to the parent or guardian, the contracting school district and 
ISBE no later than 20 business days before the date of termination, unless the health and safety 
of any student are endangered. The notice must include detailed reasons  for the termination and 
any actions taken to address the reason for the termination.

● Changes the powers and duties of the Community Residential Services Authority to serve as a 
Parent/Guardian Navigator Assistance Program

● Requires HFS to identify and analyze leading indicators for elevated behavioral health crisis risk 
for children and share with MCOs and similar care coordination entities who contract with HFS.

● Effective Immediately



SB 1674-Long and Short Term Stabilization Homes Pilots
● Sen. Fine (D-Glenview) Rep. Lapointe (D-Chicago)
● Provides that DHS shall establish the Long Term Stabilization Support Program consisting of at 

least 8 homes across the State
● Provides that DHS shall establish the Short Term Stabilization Support Program consisting of at 

least 10 homes across the State.
● Pilots address the needs of individuals needing significant behavioral supports in the community
● Provides that the purpose of the pilot programs is to decrease the number of admissions to SODCs
● An individual or their representative may request an alternative placement when the individual’s 

needs as reflected in the personal service plan, would be better served in another setting along the 
continuum of care
An  individual or their representative, in conjunction with the ISC, service provider and clinical staff 
may recommend an alternate setting and those options must be discussed.

● Extends the pilot programs to January 1, 2028
● Requires DHS to adopt rules
● DHS must file quarterly reports with the General Assembly
● Effective January 1, 2024



SB 250-FY 2024 Budget
● Sen. Sims (D-Chicago) Rep Gordon-Booth (D-Peoria)



SB 1298-Medicaid Working Group Omnibus 
● Sen. Gillespie (D-Arlington Hgts.) Rep. Gabel (D-Evanston)
● 358 page bill with various Medicaid changes
● $3.5 Million to public critical access hospitals for perinatal, obstetrical and gynecological 

services, behavioral healthcare, substance use disorder services, telehealth and other 
specialty services

● 20% increase in reimbursement rates for nursing for providers of private duty nursing 
services for children eligible for the Medically Fragile Technology Dependent waiver 
program

● 14.2% rate increase for speech therapy, physical therapy and occupational therapy
● ABA Therapy for children with a diagnosis of autism spectrum disorder:

-Adds language that allows an IL licensed psychologist to order the therapy
-Pursuant to the flexibilities allowed by federal CMS, requires DHFS to enroll and 
reimburse qualified staff to perform ABA therapy services in advance of Illinois licensing by 
IDFPR by no later than 9/1/23 if the services are performed in a home, community or 
office-based setting.



HB 3817-FY 2024 Budget Implementation Bill (BIMP)
● Rep. Gordon-Booth(D-Peoria) Sen. Sims (D-Chicago)
● Generally Effective immediately, or for some items, when specified.
● 898 page bill containing various provisions that align with the FY 2024 budget.
● Includes the Governor’s new Smart Start Illinois initiative (pp. 610-626)
● Includes some technical changes regarding federal Money Follows the Person 
● Community-based ID/DD provider rate increases effective January 1, 2024 subject to 

federal approval sufficient to provide a $2.50/hour wage increase for DSPs and all other 
frontline personnel who are not subject to Bureau of Labor Statistics’ average wage 
increases and who work in residential and community day settings.  (See pp. 473-474).  At 
least $1.25/hour of the wage increase shall be provided as a direct increase to base 
wages; the remaining $1.25/hour shall be used flexibly for base wage increases.  The rates 
in effect on or after January 1, 2024, must include an increase for all residential non-
executive direct care staff, excluding DSPs, at the USDOL Bureau of Labor Statistics’ 
average wage as defined by rule.   Emergency rulemaking authorized to implement.



HB 2248-Civil Rights Remedies Restoration Act
● Rep. Cassidy (D-Chicago) Sen. Peters (D-Chicago)
● Effective January 1, 2024 if signed.
● Creates a new civil rights cause of action in Illinois to nullify the US Supreme Court’s 2022 

decision in Cummings v. Premier Rehab, which held that a plaintiff claiming violations of 
anti-discrimination provisions under federal civil rights laws enacted under Congress’ 
spending power cannot recover damages in federal court for emotional pain, suffering, 
mental anguish, or  loss of enjoyment of life.

● Applies to violations of Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Title II of the ADA, the 
Age Discrimination Act of 1975, the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, Title IX of 
the Education Amendments of 1972, Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 or any other 
federal statute prohibiting discrimination under a program or activity receiving federal 
funding.

● Expressly does not limit the enforcement authority of the Illinois Department of Human 
Rights

● Expressly waives State immunity under the 11th Amendment to the US Constitution for any 
violation under the Act.



SB 855-DHS Office of Inspector General-Material Obstruction
● Sen. Fine (D-Glenview) Rep. Lapointe (D-Chicago)
● Effective immediately if signed into law
● Pertains to investigative reports issued by the DHS OIG concerning allegations of abuse or 

neglect at SODCs
● Resulted from incidents at Choate
● Expands the list of reportable conduct to include material obstruction of an investigation by 

a facility employee
● Requires the reporting to the Health Care Worker Registry of an employee of a facility or 

the agency against whom there is a final investigative report prepared by the OIG 
containing a substantiated allegation of material obstruction of an investigation.

● Prohibits DHS licensed, operated, certified or funded agencies or facilities from employing 
such employees.

● Prohibits health care employers from hiring or retaining such an individual in a position 
involving direct care of clients, patients or residents.



SB 1558- Community College Model Program to Train DSPs

● Mike Baker’s Bill- Mike is a parent/advocate and a member of the Arc of IL Public Policy 
Committee

● Goal is to address DSP workforce needs in IL

● Model course of study would be for credit

● IL Community College Board must develop recommendations for the model program in 
collaboration with stakeholders

● Model program must include the training and experience necessary to serve as a DSP

● Mike initiated a similar bill that was enacted in 2022 to develop a course of study and work 
experience program to try to attract high school students into becoming DSPs

● Sponsors of SB 1558 were Sen. Murphy (D-DesPlaines) and Rep. Moeller (D-Elgin)



SB 2039-PUNS Information Provided by Public Schools 
Sen. Pacione-Zayas (D-Chicago)  Rep. Syed (D-Gurnee)

● Amends a Section of the School Code that was initially enacted in 2016 and revised in 2021. 

● Intent is to ensure that students with IEPs and their parents are aware of the PUNS and 
what it is, are accurately informed about the enrollment process, where to go to enroll, and 
programs they can contact for information in IL

● The bill includes students with intellectual disabilities and their parents (currently the law 
refers only to  developmental disabilities) 

● Makes DHS primarily responsible for developing the online training program for public school 
staff in consultation with ISBE and that the training must include the documentation and 
information the parent will need to enroll their child, and information about programs 
available to parents in IL for information

● Clarifies that the IEP team shall determine the PUNS status for each child with ID or DD.

● Continues to require that each parent of ANY child with an IEP receives the DHS PUNS 
guide annually.



HB 2878-PROCUREMENT CODE OMNIBUS

● Includes language on pp. 45-46  amending Section 45-35 of the Code regarding the State 
Use Program as to requirements for vendors

● State Use Program allows supplies or services to be procured by State agencies from non-
profits serving persons with significant disabilities without advertising or bids if the non-profit 
meets certain criteria

● In October, 2021, Gov. Pritzker issued Executive Order 2021-26 requiring the payment of a 
wage for contractual or sub-contractual services under the State Use Program to be at least 
equal to the applicable local minimum wage or the Illinois minimum wage, whichever is 
higher.  (Thanks to EFE)

● However, the Procurement Code language was not amended to align with the Executive 
Order.

● HB 2878 would remove from the Code a requirement that vendors obtain a 14c certificate 
from USDOL, allow CILs to become vendors, and clean up language about national 
certifications and DHS licenses.

● BIG THANKS to Dan Strick and Sen. Bill Cunningham 



HB 3680-IEPs-Addressing Emergencies
● Rep. Benton (D-Plainfield) Sen. Faraci(D-Champaign)
● Effective January 1, 2024 if signed into law

● Provides that if a student with an IEP or 504 plan requires extra accommodations during an 
emergency such as a natural disaster or an active shooter situation, those accommodations 
shall be taken into consideration during the development of the student’s IEP or 504 plan.

● Further amends the School Safety Drill Act to provide that, in deciding whether a student 
should be exempt from participation in a walk-through lockdown drill, a student’s IEP team or 
504 plan team should be involved in the decision.  (Currently the law provides that an 
administrator or school support personnel should decide whether the student should be 
excused from the drill.) 



SB 216-Adult Guardianship Training

● Sen. Edly-Allen (D-Libertyville) Rep. Moeller (D-Elgin)

● The Guardianship and Advocacy Act would be amended to require the mandatory guardian 
training to include content regarding Alzheimer’s Disease and Dementia, including effective 
communication strategies, best practices for interacting with persons with Alzheimer’s or 
dementia, and strategies for supporting such people in exercising their rights.

● The Probate Act would be amended to require each Public Guardian to complete a one-hour 
course regarding Alzheimer’s and dementia within 6 months of their appointment and 
annually thereafter.

● If signed, this bill would be effective January 1, 2024.



SB 2247-ABLE Account Program

● Sen. Faraci (D-Champaign) Rep. Burke (D-Oak Lawn)

● Amends the State Treasurer Act to provide that any entity (now only a person) can make a 
contribution to an ABLE account

● Provides for the privacy of ABLE account information

● Allows the ABLE Account Program to be named after the late Senator Scott Bennett.

● If signed, the bill would take effective immediately.



SB 2123-Elections Omnibus

● Sen. Morrison (D-Deerfield) Rep. Stuart (D-Edwardsville)
● The bill includes provisions that would establish a Task Force on Access to Voting for 

Persons with Disabilities.   This was included as an end of session amendment to the bill as 
a compromise.

● Three Task Force members each would be appointed by the Governor and legislative 
leader of each caucus and at least one appointee for each must be an attorney with 
election law experience.

● The attempt to establish an accessible vote by mail ballot for individuals with print 
disabilities  that could be marked, verified and returned electronically using assistive 
technology was originally in SB 282 (Morrison).  SB 282 stalled in the Senate Executive 
Committee’s  subcommittee on Elections.

● The Elections Code defines “voter with a print disability“ as a person having a temporary or 
permanent physical or mental impairment, such as blindness or low vision, physical 
dexterity limitations, or learning or cognitive disabilities, that prevent the person from 
effective reading, writing or use of printed material.

● The Task Force provisions and most of the bill would be effective immediately.



HB 2443-Insurance Coverage for Hearing Instruments and Aids

● Rep. Chung (D-Normal) Sen. Koehler (D-Peoria)

● Amends Section 356z.30 of the Insurance Code concerning mandated coverage of hearing 
instruments and hearing aids, currently limited to children under 18

● Removes the age limit on coverage

● Maintains the requirement  that the instrument or hearing aid must be medically necessary 
and prescribed by a hearing care professional  to augment communication. 

● Effective January 1, 2025.



SB 99-Higher Education-Verification of Disability for 504 Services
● Sen. Fine (D-Glenview) Rep. Johnson (D-East Moline)
● Bill would be effective January 1, 2024 if signed into law.
● Based upon the federal “RISE Act” legislation introduced in the previous Congress and 

reintroduced in the current Congress, and Arizona’s RISE Act.
● Applies to Illinois Public Universities and Community Colleges
● Requires each institution of higher education to adopt a policy consistent with the 

requirements of the legislation
● Provides that an IEP or 504 plan that was in effect when the student seeking 504 services 

exited high school is sufficient to verify that the student has a disability.  However, if an IEP 
or 504 plan is submitted for verification that was not in effect when the student left high 
school, the institution can require other documentation of the student’s disability.

● Other documentation that must be accepted include a record or plan of service from a 
private school, documentation of a disability due to military service, or a record of an 
evaluation from a relevant professional.

● 504 services to the student must be determined through an interactive process.



HB 3224-Transition Plans-Dual Credit Courses

● Rep. Ness (D-Crystal Lake) Sen. Koehler (D-Peoria)
● Effective immediately if signed into law

● Amends the transition planning section of the School Code to provide that as a component 
of the transition planning process, the student and the student’s parents or guardian shall be 
informed of dual credit course opportunities offered by the high school.

● Information must be provided about courses available for high school and college credit, 
and courses available for high school credit only,  pursuant to the Dual Credit Quality Act.

● Information must include the criteria for enrollment in the course.

● A student’s participation in a Dual Credit course shall be included as part of the student’s 
transition planning activities. 


	


2023 State Legislation
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19

