
The Five W’s of Voting



Thank You!
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The Five W’s of Voter Registration 
and Voting

1. What

2. Why

3. Who

4. When

5. Where

6. How
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What 
Is Voting?
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A usually formal expression of opinion or will in 
response to a proposed decision especially: one given 
as an indication of approval or disapproval of a 
proposal, motion, or candidate for office

    https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/vote#dictionary-entry-2



Why 
Do We Vote?

• Voting is your right and your power!

• Your vote matters and can make a difference!

• Your vote can have a big impact on policies affecting people with 

disabilities and who is elected.

• Voting is part of being a responsible citizen and participating in a 

democracy.

• Voting helps in having your voice heard. 
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Who 
Can Register to Vote?

• You must be a United States citizen.

• You must be 17 years old on or before the date of the Primary Election and turn 

18 on or before the date of the General or Consolidated Election.

• You must live in your election precinct for at least 30 days prior to Election Day.

• You must not be serving a sentence of confinement in any penal institution as a 

result of a conviction.

• You may not claim the right to vote anywhere else. 
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Who 
Can Register to Vote?

Guardianship and Voting

• Even if you have a guardianship, you still have the right to vote!
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When 
Should I register to Vote?

• You have never registered before

• You have moved

• You have changed your name

Otherwise, you are already registered and do not need to do anything before you 

vote.
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What 
Do I need to Register to Vote?

Two pieces of 

identification.

Neither needs to be a 

photo ID, but one must 

include your current 

address. Acceptable forms 

of ID include:
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• Social Security Card

• Illinois Driver’s 

License

• Illinois State ID

• Employee or 

Student ID

• Birth Certificate

• Utility Bill in your 

name 

• Valid U.S. Passport 

• Public Aid ID card 

(LINK)

• Credit Card

• Lease or Rental 

Contract 

• Mail postmarked to 

you



How 
Do I Register to Vote?

In Illinois, you can choose from three ways to register:

• Filling out your registration form online

• Sending your registration form by mail

• Or going to a government office or polling place in person

The time it takes to register is different, depending on the method you choose. 
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How 
Do I Register to Vote?
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Online

Use the link above 
  Or

Use your camera and aim at the QR code.

https://ova.elections.il.gov/


How 
Do I Register to Vote?

In Person: If you register before Election Day, you can go to many different places, 

for example: 

• Any office of the Illinois Secretary of State

• Your local Board of Elections office

• Other government buildings

• Any early voting location
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How 
Do I Vote?

There are three ways to cast a ballot in Illinois elections:

• Early voting

• Vote by mail

• Election day at your assigned polling place
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How 
Do I Vote by Mail?
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Voting By Mail Agreement

https://www.elections.il.gov/ElectionOperations/VotingByMailAgreement.aspx?T=638010319578669734


Where 
Do I Go to Vote? (Polling Place)
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LIBRARY HOUSE OF 
WORSHIP

POLICE 
DEPARTMENT

SCHOOL



Where 
Do I Go to Vote? (Polling Place)
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https://ova.elections.il.gov/PollingPlaceLookup.aspxhttps://ova.elections.il.gov/PollingPlaceLookup.aspx

https://ova.elections.il.gov/PollingPlaceLookup.aspx
https://ova.elections.il.gov/PollingPlaceLookup.aspx


What 
Ways Can I Vote in Person?

• Paper Ballot

• Electronic Voting Machine
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What 
ID Do I need when I Vote??

Illinois does not require voters to present identification while voting, in most cases. 
First-time voters who registered by mail and did not submit their driver’s license 
number, state ID number, last four digits of their social security number, or other form of 
ID are required to present identification showing their name and address before voting.
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How 
Do I Learn About the Candidates?
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How 
Do I Learn About the Candidate?
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How 
Do I Learn About the Candidates?
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Illinois Voter Guide

Vote 411

Vote Smart

Ballotpedia (more progressive)

Ballot Ready

https://illinoisvoterguide.org/
https://www.vote411.org/illinois
https://justfacts.votesmart.org/
https://ballotpedia.org/Illinois_elections,_2022
https://www.ballotready.org/il


Voting Resources
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Voting Resources
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Illinois Voter Registration 
Application

Illinois Voter Registration 
Application (Spanish)

https://www.elections.il.gov/NewDocDisplay.aspx?%2fM0cs48zOKVZyk9eAbpEoxjoGz9b5YaGOZJlr8CbkngFbsRPV%2f1ATx4aQkxzja565ESGno4fDfetZNJEnD3jlKUsS4RoI55UaaHzJzO%2bW22z%2bFdnOD0t%2f9pfEFOppxmWN9FTGwiaU9tDHyRuCznbqw%3d%3d
https://www.elections.il.gov/NewDocDisplay.aspx?%2fM0cs48zOKVZyk9eAbpEoxjoGz9b5YaGOZJlr8CbkngFbsRPV%2f1ATx4aQkxzja565ESGno4fDfetZNJEnD3jlKUsS4RoI55UaaHzJzO%2bW22z%2bFdnOD0t%2f9pfEFOppxmWN9FTGwiaU9tDHyRuCznbqw%3d%3d
https://dcfs.illinois.gov/content/dam/soi/en/web/dcfs/documents/about-us/policy-rules-and-forms/documents/voterregistrationforms/voter_registration_spanish.1.0.pdf
https://dcfs.illinois.gov/content/dam/soi/en/web/dcfs/documents/about-us/policy-rules-and-forms/documents/voterregistrationforms/voter_registration_spanish.1.0.pdf


Interview 
Opportunity
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What year or when did you start to 
vote?    

How old were you when you 
registered to vote? 

Did someone support you to register 
to vote?

How did they support you?
Do you vote in most elections?
How do you vote?

Do you vote at a polling place? Who 
takes you?

Do you vote by mail?
Does anyone help you with that?
How did you feel being able to vote?  
Do you have any advice for people 

about voting? 
Matty’s Voting Interview Video

https://youtu.be/uEuo4EsEZyk?si=BpYHLEWaDypHQegp


How 
Do I Register to Vote?
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In partnership with the Illinois Council on Developmental Disabilities. This project was supported, in part by grant number CFDA 93.630, from the U.S. Administration for Community 
Living, Department of Health and Human Services, Washington, D.C. 20201. Grantees undertaking projects with government sponsorship are encouraged to express freely their findings 
and conclusions. Points of view or opinions do not, therefore, necessarily represent official ACL policy.



Thank You!
Carole Rosen
carole@thearcofil.org
815-464-1832 x1027

Elian Sorensen
elian@thearcofil.org 
815-464-1832 x1012

Becca Schroeder
becca@thearcofil.org
815-464-1832 x1018
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