
How to Become an 
Election Judge 
at Polling Places
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Knowledge Check: Pre-module Questions
1. What is an election judge?

2. What are the requirements to become an election judge?

3. How do you become an election judge?
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Give instructions in the method of voting when 
requested. Give assistance to voters who cannot 
read or write the English language or who are 
blind. 





Student Election Judges
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An election authority may establish a program to permit a person who is not entitled to vote to 

serve as an election judge if the individual has the following qualifications:

• Is a U.S. citizen

• Is a junior or senior in good standing enrolled in a public or private secondary school, or is 

currently enrolled in a community college or a public or private college or university in Illinois

• Has the written approval of both the principal and a parent or legal guardian

• Has a GPA of at least 3.0 on a 4.0 scale

• Has satisfactorily completed the training course for election judges

• Meets all other qualifications for appointment and service as an election judge 







Voters that Require ID
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• Driver’s license or State ID

• Utility bill

• Student ID and mail addressed to 

address of residence

• Government check

• Paycheck

• Lease or contract for residence

• Bank statement

• Other government document

Voters must show name and address documentation that matches the records. 



Remember to…
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• Rotate positions – it reduces fraud and it’s the law.

• Act as a board; majority rules. 

• Have equal authority – no head judge. 



• Law enforcement officials
• Qualified Poll Watchers (with 

proper credentials)
• Representatives of:

o Attorney General
o State’s Attorney
o Election Authority
o State Board of Elections

Who else may be present in the polls on 
Election Day?





Who can give assistance?
• Friend 
• Relative
• Two election judges (one 

from each political party)

Who can’t give assistance?
• Voter’s employer 
• Agent of the voter’s 

employer
• Office of the voter’s union
• Agent of the voter’s union











Interview: Da Wen Mei
What year or when did you start to vote? 

How old were you when you registered to vote? 

Did someone support you to register to vote?

How did they support you?

Do you vote in most elections?

How do you vote?

Do you vote at a polling place? Who takes you?

Do you vote by mail?

Does anyone help you with that?

How did you feel being able to vote?  

Do you have any advice for people about voting? 

Matty’s Voting Interview Video
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https://youtu.be/uEuo4EsEZyk?si=BpYHLEWaDypHQegp


Knowledge Check: Post-module Questions
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What is an election judge?



Knowledge Check: Post-module Questions
What is an election judge?

An election judge helps supervise elections and provides assistance 

to voters to ensure the voting process is fair.
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Knowledge Check: Post-module Questions
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What are the requirements to become an election judge?



Knowledge Check: Post-module Questions

What are the requirements to become an election judge?

To become an election judge you must be a U.S. citizen, a registered voter 

(if over the age of 18), able to speak, read, and write in the English language.
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Knowledge Check: Post-module Questions
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How do you become an election judge?



Knowledge Check: Post-module Questions

How do you become an election judge? 

To become an election judge contact your local election authority, party 

chair, or ward/township committeeperson to express your interest. 
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Speak Up and Speak Out!
Welcome to our advocacy initiative where self-advocates are empowered to 

make their voices heard.

Our goal is to facilitate meetings between self-advocates and legislators 

because your voice matters and advocacy drives change.

Feeling ready to set up a meeting with your legislator? Reach out to:

Sabrina Wyman, Legislative Advocacy Coordinator, The Arc of 

Illinois. Sabrina@thearcofil.org or 815-464-1832 ext 1016.
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mailto:Sabrina@thearcofil.org
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Speak Up and Speak Out!
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Virtual 
October 9th–11th



Scan this QR code 

for resources and 

to learn more 

about the election 

process in Illinois. 

Resources



Resources
Going Home Coalition Facebook Page  

https://www.facebook.com/GoingHomeLifeintheCommunity/ 

Going Home Coalition Instagram Page

https://www.instagram.com/goinghomeillinois/

Going Home Coalition Webpage

https://www.goinghomeillinois.org/

Going Home Coalition Join Us

https://www.goinghomeillinois.org/join-us/
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https://www.facebook.com/GoingHomeLifeintheCommunity/
https://www.instagram.com/goinghomeillinois/
https://www.goinghomeillinois.org/
https://www.goinghomeillinois.org/join-us/


Resources
The Arc of Illinois Website

https://www.thearcofil.org/

The Arc of Illinois Newsletter  

https://www.thearcofil.org/take-action/sign-up-for-enewsletter/

Recordings of Modules and Slide Decks
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https://www.thearcofil.org/
https://www.thearcofil.org/take-action/sign-up-for-enewsletter/
https://www.thearcofil.org/legislativewebinarseries/


Resources
CBS Documentary – No Place Like Home: People with Disabilities Fight to Stay 

Out of Institutions (Long Version)

https://www.cbsnews.com/video/no-place-like-home-people-with-disabilities-

fight-to-stay-out-of-institutions-cbs-reports/https://www.thearcofil.org/

CBS Documentary – No Place Like Home: People with Disabilities Fight to Stay 

Out of Institutions (Short Version)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_GDG0ABlhp4
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https://www.thearcofil.org/
https://www.thearcofil.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_GDG0ABlhp4


Resources 
Accessible Vote by Mail
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Thank you!
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In partnership with the Illinois Council on Developmental Disabilities. This project was supported, in part by grant number CFDA 93.630, from the U.S. Administration for Community 
Living, Department of Health and Human Services, Washington, D.C. 20201. Grantees undertaking projects with government sponsorship are encouraged to express freely their findings 
and conclusions. Points of view or opinions do not, therefore, necessarily represent official ACL policy.
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Sabrina Wyman
Legislative Advocacy 

Coordinator
sabrina@thearcofil.org

https://www.thearcofil.org/
815-464-1832 x1018

Becca Schroeder
Director of Development

becca@thearcofil.org
https://www.thearcofil.org/

815-464-1832 x1018

Carole Rosen
Going Home Coalition Manager

carole@thearcofil.org
https://www.goinghomeillinois.org/

815-464-1832 x1027

Elian Sorensen
Going Home Coalition Coordinator

elian@thearcofil.org
https://www.thearcofil.org/
815-464-1832 x1012

Contacts

mailto:sabrina@thearcofil.org
https://www.thearcofil.org/
mailto:becca@thearcofil.org
https://www.thearcofil.org/
mailto:carole@thearcofil.org
https://www.goinghomeillinois.org/
mailto:elian@thearcofil.org
https://www.thearcofil.org/
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