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Tavarus Wesley (he/him)

e Currently serves on the Board of Directors and Executive
Committee of The Arc of lllinois and has also served on
the lllinois Council on Developmental Disabilities

 Former President of the self-advocacy group PossABILITY
Partners and past Chair of the lllinois Self-Advocacy
Alliance

e Graduate of Partners in Policymaking—lllinois

e Reqgularly speaks at the Speak Up and Speak Out Summit
and has presented at national events including the Self
Advocates Becoming Empowered (SABE) Conference and
the Tennessee Mega Conference

e Long-time staff member of the maintenance team at New
Star in Chicago Heights, lllinois
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Housekeeping

e A recording of this meeting will be sent out along with notes and a link to the
presentation within the week

 Please keep yourself muted while our presenter is talking
 Please leave questions until the end of the presentation

e Captioning is available by pressing the “CC” button at the bottom of your zoom
screen

 Please be respectful



Words to Know

e bill: a proposal for a new law

o debate: a discussion where both sides of an argument are listened to

o committee: a small group within the House of Representatives or Senate that
focuses on a specific topic

e policy: a law or set of laws

o veto: the ability to reject a bill




Knowledge Check

e \What are the two chambers of Congress?
e How many legislators make up the House of Representatives? The
Senate?




e Strategic leader with extensive experience in
program design, partnerships, and marketing

e Has led transformative initiatives in disability
services, business development, and brand
strategy

e Currently serves as Vice President of Strategic
Initiatives and Partnerships at Aspire

e Advances mission-driven growth through cross-
sector collaboration and visionary leadership




Garrett Reynolds (He/Him)

e Chicago-based public-service leader dedicated to
expanding inclusive employment and building
stronger communties

 Works closely with partners, employers, and
community stakeholders, prioritizing dignity,
iIndependence, and long-term success

e Designs compassionate and effective initiatives
drawing on his Master’s in Public Health education
and extensive program experience

e Champions practical, forward-thinking solutions
that help people thrive in the workforce and
contribute to their communities
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How a Bill Becomes a Law




* % % Agenda

e What is a bill?

e How is a bill different from a law?
e Steps to a bill becoming a law

e Questions




* Ik ¥ What is a Bill? * Ik ¥

A bill is "the primary form of legislative measure used
to propose a law.”




What is a Bill?

e A bill is a written down idea for a law
 The goal of a bill is to become a law
e A bill will go through many different changes
as it Is debated, having the right wording is
very important!
e Bills come from many different places such
as:
o Advocacy Groups
o Elected Officials
o Individuals




Bills vs. Laws

e A bill is a formal proposal of a new law or a change to an existing
one
e Not legally binding until it:
o Passes the House of Representatives and the Senate
o Signhed by the President (Federal laws) or the Governor (State
laws)
o If vetoed, must be overturned by a % vote in both chambers
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The Process




Introducing the BiIll

e For a bill to be introduced, it needs to be sponsored by members
of the House and/or Senate
o After a bill has sponsors, a member of the House of
Representatives or Senate introduces the bill to the rest of the
chamber
o It then gets assigned a number and is sent off to committee!
o The bill's number will start with an S if it started in the Senate
and H.R. if it originated in the House of Representatives
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Off to Committee
(and Subcomittee)

e Both the House of Representatives and Senate have many
committees, each focusing on different areas of policy

e The bill will be sent to the committee, and possibly subcomittee,
based on the topic of the bill

e During this time, members of the committee or subcommittee will
research, discuss, and make changes to the bill as they see fit

e Sometimes nothing happens to the bill and it “"dies in committee”
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Off to Committee
(and Subcomittee)

 The committee will vote to approve or reject the bill

o If it gets approved, it will be scheduled for debate

o If it Is sent to a subcommittee, the bill is sent back to the
committee for approval




Hearings

e While in committee, a bill is likely to undergo a hearing
o This is when the public is able to weigh in on their views of the
bill
o This is when we submit withess slips!

e The bill will then enter the "mark-up” stage where changes are
made after hearing and researching the different viewpoints on the
bill

e Members then vote to accept or reject the changes that were
made to the Dbill
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Time for Debate

o After leaving committee, the bill will be presented to, debated, and
voted on by the members of the House and Senate

e The bill must first pass in the chamber it started in before being
sent to the other where it will follow the same process of
committees, debates, and voting

o If the two chambers end up with two different versions of the bill, a
committee is formed to go over the differences, and the final bill is
voted on by both chambers
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Time for Debate

e Federal Level:
o 51 of the 100 Senators to reach a simple majority to send the
bill to the House
o 218 of the 435 Representatives to send the bill to the Senate
o State Level:
o 30 of the 59 State Senators to reach a simple majority to send
the bill to the House
o 60 of 118 State Senators to reach a simple majority to send a
bill to the Senate

20



The President’s Desk

e |[f the same version of the bill passes both the House of Representatives and
the Senate, it is sent for approval by the President
e The President has 10 days to approve or reject (veto) a bill
e |f the President does nothing and Congress is still in session after 10 days, the
bill automatically becomes a law
e |If the 10 days pass and Congress is not in session, the bill is killed
o |t does not return to Congress and cannot be overturned (called a pocket
veto)
e Congress is able to override a veto if 3 of the House and Senate vote in favor
of the bill
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Knowledge Check

e \What are the two chambers of Congress?
o The Senate and the House of Representatives

e How many legislators make up the House of Representatives? The
Senate?

o Senate: 100
o House of Representatives: 435
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Questions and Answers
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Thank you!

Contact Us!

Jennifer Thibodeaux Sands: jennifer@thearcofil.org_

Rio Goodwin Perez: rio@thearcofil.org

Amanda Hedberg: ahedberg@aspirechicago.com

Garrett Reynolds: Greynolds@aspirechicago.com
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mailto:rio@thearcofil.org
mailto:ahedberg@aspirechicago.com
mailto:Greynolds@aspirechicago.com

E XX EEEEEEREEEEELE R,
We will send out the meeting

recording, slides, resources,
and vocabulary words after
the session
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After the session a survey will appear asking
you to provide us with feedback on our
presentation. Please help us improve our
work by filling it out!
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Thank you for joining us for this series.
We will be contacting each of you to see
whether you would like to use the skills
you’ve learned throughout the sessions
to arrange a meeting with your legislator!
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Thank you to our sponsor!

lllinois Council on
Developmental

Disabilities

“In partnership with the Illinois Council on Developmental Disabilities. This communication is supported in part by
grant number CFDA 93.630 from the U.S. administration for Community Living, Department of Health and Human
Services, Washington, D.C. 20201. Grantees undertaking projects with government sponsorship are encouraged to
express freely their findings and conclusions. Points of view or opinions do not, therefore, necessarily represent
official ACL policy.”
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