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Health

Successful
Happily Married
Grandchildren

3/13/77

10 11 12



4/23/2026

5

13 14 15



4/23/2026

6

16

S.I.B.S.
Supporting Illinois Brothers & Sisters

Illinois Chapter of the national Sibling 
Leadership Network

S.I.B.S. www.sibsnetwork.org
Supporting Illinois Brothers & Sisters 
Illinois Chapter of the national
Sibling Leadership Network
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REQUIRES
SPECIAL
NEEDS

TRUSTS

SS – CASH
----------------
MEDICAID

PAYS
PROGRAMS
MEDICAL

SUPPORTS

1/3 reduction
to $449.34

Medicare

JUST
Income Test

More than medical…

Assets 
$ 2,000

Assets 
$17,500 AABD

$25,000 + HBWD

• Residential
• (CILA/ICFDD)
• Home Based
• Supported 

Employment
• Day 

Programs
• Medical
• & Much More
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SNTs.. 2 Versions, both...
 Reserve
 Supplemental Fund
 Over & Above Government Benefits
 No $ limit
 Federal 
 State





INHERITANCE

GIFT

THEN UPON
BENEFICIARY
PASSING…

FAMILY ? CHARITY
GUARDIANS

INSURANCE
IRA & 401K

Beneficiary’s own assets
Including child support (divorce)
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#1 So NO “Piggy Backing”

#2 NO “Grand Fathering”

#3 NO Nursing Home 
Impoverishment

#4 NO Place for gifts to go

Beneficiary
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Is an ABLE Account an option?
• Maximum $20,000 a year from ALL sources (2026)! 

NOTE AS OF 2018 - Additional contribution ONLY BY BENEFICIARY of the lesser of earned income 
from employment for year & federal poverty level amount ($15,650 in 2026), if no contribution by 
or for to an employer retirement saving plan.  However, the earned income will still be counted for 
purposes of eligibility. 

• Only ONE account per beneficiary!
• Beneficiary is OWNER, if (or when) 18, if no Guardian!
• Balance can not be more than $100,000 for SSI
• But, limited on how can spend (“sort of”)! Penalties & tax!
• Pay back on death per CMS for Medicaid Waivers & medical post 55, so not really not for large 3rd

party contributions.
• Tax free?  SO WHAT!

When to consider ABLE?
1. Excess SSI/SSDI/Earned Income… to avoid resource/asset issue:

• SSI $2,000 / AABD Medicaid $17,500 / HBWD Medicaid $25,000 + QBs
2. Short term savings
3. For beneficiary to be in control of “some” spending money
4. Small inheritances not correctly left to 3rd party trust
5. Court ordered divorce child support not to exceed $20,000 (2026) in a  

calendar year – MAYBE ?
6. 2018 - Convert traditional 529 Account… up to $20,000 limit (2026)…
7. Earned income still counts; ABLE not the answer for “too much” income!

3:15 p.m. after “Break”
Session #12

“Get Hands-on with IL ABLE” 
JJ Hanley & Stephanie Kanter

Office of the Illinois State Treasurer
Bring your questions, and your curiosity, for some 
essential learning & hands on practice about 
opening & managing ABLE Savings & Investment 
Accounts. 
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 “OBRA 93 Trust”… 
 “(d)(4)(A) or (C) Trust”
 “PAY BACK Trust” (like an ABLE 
account…)
 because…

Party Special Needs Trust

Medical
Malpractice

Special
Needs

                     Trust                      Personal
Injury

Then
upon

passing…

any left
only then:
FAMILY
CHARITY

GUARDIANS

Inheritances &
Gifts NOT

to 3rd party SNT

His/Her own assets,
such as savings bonds,&

37 38 39



4/23/2026

14

Slide 41

40 41 42



4/23/2026

15

COMMON ATTORNEY MISTAKES! COMMON ATTORNEY MISTAKES! COMMON ATTORNEY MISTAKES!
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COMMON ATTORNEY MISTAKES!

59

Request 
Form
Item
# 1

Handbook

Request 
Form Item

# 6
Reading
Material

Request 
Form Items # 9 & #10 

SNT/Taxes

MITCH

RUBIN

You need to write it ALL down!

Guidance & Instructions For
Future Guardians, Agents,
Trustees, & Care Providers.

AKA Letter of Intent…
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 family information
 diagnoses, hospitalizations, medications, doctors, other  professionals… PAST & PRESENT!
 behavior… “dos” & the “do nots”…
 “melt down” techniques…
 school concerns, suggestions…
 employment, adult activities, living situation…
 when someone dies…
 Government Benefit Information…
 Wills, Trusts, Life Insurance, Powers of Attorney, SNT, 
funeral desires &  related info…
executive summary

WRITE IT DOWN!Request 
Form

Item # 2
Fillable PDF Form

& Articles on Topic
--------------------------------------

ALSO ON RUBIN LAW WEB SITE:
https://www.rubinlaw.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Letter-of-Intent.pdf

Email form
To

email@rubinlaw.com
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