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Housekeeping
A recording of this meeting will be sent out along with notes and a link to the
presentation within the week

Please keep yourself muted while our presenter is talking

Please leave questions until the end of the presentation

Captioning is available by pressing the “CC” button at the bottom of your zoom
screen

Please be respectful
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B.A. in Legal Studies from the University of Illinois
Springfield (2019)
H&R Block Tax Preparer Certificate (2024) 
Hands-on experience with legal document preparation,
e-filing, client communications, and government-affairs
support 
Internships with a private attorney and a state
representative’s office
Practical experience supporting legal and legislative
offices
Illinois Justice Corps volunteer 
Illinois Partners in Policymaking graduate

Karthik Ramalingam (he/him)
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Words to Know
witness slip: a public record of our opinion on a bill
legislature: the part of our government that represents us and creates laws
bill: a formal suggestion for a law
law: an official government rule 
committee: a group meeting for a specific purpose
proponent: being for the bill
opponent: being against the bill
no opinion on merits: not stating an opinion

4



Knowledge Check 
Why do we submit witness slips? 

Where do we submit a witness slip? 

What does proponent mean? 

What does opponent mean?
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How a Bill Becomes a Law
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Overview
At the Federal level, the United States Congress is responsible for
passing laws

At the State level, the Illinois General Assembly is responsible for
passing laws

Today we will focus on our State Legislature
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What is a Bill?
A bill is a formal suggestion for a law 

It starts with an idea. Anyone can have the idea!
It’s put into formal language
It’s sponsored by a Senator and a Representative
It goes through a formal process through our legislature

If it passes the whole process, it becomes a law 
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Step by Step Process
Introduced to a chamber: read and assigned to a committee 
Goes to committee: discuss, change (amend), vote 
Returns to the chamber: discuss, change (amend), vote 

Moves to the other chamber: repeats the process above

Goes to the Governor: 
If the Governor agrees - the Governor signs the bill into law! 
If the Governor vetoes (says no), the General Assembly can override / pass it
with a three-fifth’s vote. (Not common)

Read more here!
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https://www.ilga.gov/commission/lis/98bill_law.pdf


Legislative Calendar
The House and Senate calendars show: 

The days legislators work in Springfield
The deadlines for the legislative process

Link to House Spring 2026 Calendar
Link to Senate Spring 2026 Calendar

The House and Senate schedules list when committees meet
Link to House Committee Hearings Schedule
Link to Senator Committee Hearings Schedule 

10

https://ilga.gov/Uploads/Schedules/House/2026_104th_GA_House_Session.pdf
https://ilga.gov/Uploads/Schedules/Senate/2026_104th_GA_Senate_Session.pdf
http://ilga.gov/House/Schedules
http://ilga.gov/Senate/Schedules


What is a Witness Slip
The public record of the position a person or organization takes on a bill
being discussed in a committee hearing

Are important because they:
Show if you are for, against, or don’t have an opinion
Inform the legislators about public opinion
Are read during the committee hearing
Remain part of the official record
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How to Submit a Witness Slip
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Knowledge Check 
Why do we submit witness slips? 

To let the committee members know our opinion on a bill

Where do we submit a witness slip? 
The witness slip link is on the committee hearing details page (ilga.org website)

What does proponent mean? 
To be for / support a bill

What does opponent mean?
To be against / oppose a bill
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Questions and Answers
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Thank you! 
Contact Us!

Karthik Ramalingam: favnh2011@yahoo.com

Jennifer Thibodeaux Sands: jennifer@thearcofil.org

Rio Goodwin Perez: rio@thearcofil.org
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Coming Up Next
Craft ing an Elevator Speech,  February 17 at  10:00 am
Arranging a Meeting with Your Legislator,  February 23 at  10:00
am 
Discussing Pol i t ical  Issues with Civi l i ty ,  March 2 at  10:00 am
How a Bi l l  Becomes a Law at  the Federal  and State Levels,
March 9 at  10:00 am
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We will send out the meeting
recording, slides, resources,
and vocabulary words after

the session
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Thank you to our sponsor!

“In partnership with the Illinois Council on Developmental Disabilities. This communication is supported in part by
grant number CFDA 93.630 from the U.S. administration for Community Living, Department of Health and Human
Services, Washington, D.C. 20201. Grantees undertaking projects with government sponsorship are encouraged to
express freely their findings and conclusions. Points of view or opinions do not, therefore, necessarily represent

official ACL policy.”
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